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Destination Niagara USA poised for big summer
BY PATRICK J. 
BRADLEY
Senior Contributing writer

Destination Ni-
agara USA is plan-
ning a party – a 
birthday bash to 
celebrate 20 years 
of tourism sales 
promotion in Ni-
agara.

The agency has 
much to celebrate.

A recent Des-
tination Niagara 
USA update meet-
ing hosted by the 
New York Power 
Authority gave 
the agency an op-
portunity to share 
2022 tourism 
results and preview this year’s 
highlights with area stakehold-
ers. The summary: Last year’s 
numbers topped those from 2019, 
the year before the coronavirus 
struck. And 2023 is expected to 
be even better.

“This engine is moving for-
ward,” Destination Niagara USA 
President and CEO John Percy 
said.

Among last year’s highlights 
were results generated by the 
Niagara Falls Convention Center, 
which is now managed by Desti-
nation Niagara USA. 

“It was an amazing year for us,” 
Sales Director Melissa Gearhart 
said. “Our team did an amazing 
job. We’re excited about the fu-
ture.”

A recent survey by Longwoods 
International, a leading tourism 

researcher, cited several encour-
aging factors. Nearly 20% of those 
surveyed said they will travel 
within the U.S. rather than inter-
nationally this year, while 15% are 
expected to choose destinations 
to which they can drive rather 
than fl y. Respondents said infl a-
tion and the cost of gas, both of 
which are beginning to ease, also 
will infl uence their travel plans.

Percy said such information 
is helping to shape his agency’s 
marketing efforts. 

This year’s key words?
“Drivable, accessible and af-

fordable,” Percy said.
The data also convinced Des-

tination Niagara to build on a 
successful winter campaign that 
encouraged New York state resi-
dents and others within driving 
distance to enjoy fun-fi lled winter 

activities and holiday shopping 
here, said Marketing Director 
Libby Tonellato.

A spring campaign that is now 
under way includes a heavy on-
line effort that targets Buffalo, 
Chicago, Rochester, New York 
City and Cleveland, she added.

Old Falls Street USA 
summer schedule

Submitted by Destination Niagara USA
Summer is the prime season to 

enjoy all there is to do in Niagara 
Falls, and Old Falls Street USA is 
launching a full season of activi-
ties organizers said will appeal to 
a variety of age groups and inter-
ests. 

The fun kicks off Memorial Day 
weekend with a street festival 

from 5 p.m. Friday, May 26, to 6 
p.m. Monday, May 29. The event 
will feature food vendors, music 
and other live entertainment. 

Following that, movie nights 
will happen at dusk every Thurs-
day from June 22 through Aug. 
24, and Friday night concerts 
will start at 5 p.m. from June 23 
through Aug. 25. 

Every Saturday, from June 24 
to Aug. 26, will feature special 
events. New this year, Old Falls 
Street will host Rainbow City 
Pride on Saturday, June 24. The 
event will feature drag queen per-
formances, a DJ, the Buffalo Gay 
Men’s Chorus, unicorn carriage 
rides as well as informational and 
artisan vendors. For those with 

four-legged friends, Poochella is 
a dog-friendly event on Saturday, 
Aug. 19 with a dog caricature art-
ist, dog “kissing booth,” a DJ and 
dog novelty vendors. 

A press release stated, “Old 
Falls Street USA is the three-
block cobblestone street that 
connects Niagara Falls State Park 
with the Niagara Falls Conven-
tion Center. The area serves as 
an entertainment district for resi-
dents and visitors, featuring food 
vendors, festivals concerts and 
family friendly activities.”

For more information on these 
and other popular events on Old 
Falls Street, visit https://www.
niagarafallsusa.com/old-falls-
street/. 

Old Falls Street USA has activities for families to enjoy all summer long. (Submitted photo)

Destination Niagara USA team members. (Submitted)
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